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In 1909 Jiddu Krishnamurti was living 
with his father and brother in near 
poverty in Aydar, India.  That same 
year he was discovered by Charles 
Leadbeater and Annie Besant of the 
Theosophical Society and proclaimed 
to be the next “World Teacher.”  Soon, 
he and his brother were legally adopted 
by Besant and taken to England for 
further education and “spiritual 
training.”  Though for many years he 
“played” the role of guru for the 
Theosophical Society, he was deeply 
unhappy with his life, and fully 
convinced that the Society’s teachings 
were a sham.  After a series of mystical 
experiences so powerful that they left 
him bedridden, Krishnamurti decided to 
make a break with the people who had 
raised him to be a “World Teacher.”  
Ironically, this is exactly what he 
became when, in 1927 he cut all ties 
with the Theosophical Society and 
began teaching a philosophy which 
declared that truth can only be fully 
known through self-knowledge and 
meditation.  Krishnamurti continued to 
caution spiritual seekers to look for the 
greatest answers within themselves 
until his death nearly sixty years later.�
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The Holocaust Underground of World 
War II took many forms.  There were 
Jewish Partisan guerillas fighting in the 
forests of Germany as well as Partisans 
fighting on and beneath the streets of 
France and Poland.  Many non-Jews 
also fought the Nazi genocide.  As so 
dramatically revealed in Anne Frank’s 
dairy, many Gentile families in 
Germany and occupied countries hid 
Jewish men, women and children or 
helped them to escape to Allied 
territory. Spiritual leaders like the 
minister of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, 
Andre Trocme, acted on their 
conscience and aided Jews and resisters 
in France.  Famous for the film named 
after him, Oskar Shcindler came to 
Poland a morally bankrupt and 
opportunistic businessman but 
eventually used his fortune to buy the 
freedom of over a thousand Jews.   And 
there were those who fought with the 
Partisans, like Polish Second 
Lieutenant, Tadeusz Borowski. An 
engineer working in the factories of the 
Jewish Ghetto, Borowski, known to the 
Partisans by his code name “Irek,” 
smuggled in weapons and supplies.  
Fluent in four languages he often acted 
as a spy, impersonating German 
officers.  His earnings were spent 
supporting a Jewish girl he had placed 
in hiding with a Catholic family.  In 
Denmark, large numbers of citizens 
openly conspired to ferry Jews across 
the waters of the Kattalan Sea to safety 
in Sweden.  Throughout the war, people 
risked their lives to uphold the ideal of 
freedom, disregarding the costs because 
they knew that the price would be 
worth the eventual bounty.�

�
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Born near Florence Italy, Giotto de Bondone made a break 
with the medieval and Byzantine painters he followed by 
conceiving of the human figure in three-dimensional terms.  
While his paintings, particularly his backgrounds, did not 
exhibit the full breadth of perspective that was to 
characterize the Renaissance at its peak, his work did break 
important ground.  Giotto’s painting was so far ahead of its 
time that it was nearly a century before another Florentine 
painter, Masaccio, would continue and expand upon his 
achievements. His most famous masterpiece is considered to 
be the frescos illuminating the interior of the Scrovgni 
Chapel in Padua, Italy, which he completed in 1306. 
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